
COVID-19 has caused significant change to our school
community over the past two weeks as we have
worked to support all in not being exposed to the
virus.  For students this can be an unsettling time and
we are working as a staff to minimise any anxiety for
the students. 
 
What if there is a diagnosis at our school? 
If there is a diagnosis of COVID-19 in our school, we
will close the school for a short period of time to
determine who has been in contact, identify those at
risk so they can commence quarantine, conduct a
deep clean of the affected areas, and then reopen, but
only when it is safe to do so. This may take 1-3 school
days.  We would follow government orders in this
regard.
 
What about my child's schooling if they can't
attend?  
Some parents have made the decision to keep their
children at home due to mitigating factors relevant to
their family circumstances.  As a school the teachers
are aware of which children are working from home
and providing work to be completed and/or access to
SEQTA if a secondary student.  
 
Every effort is being made to support each student in
their learning though they may not be attending
school. If your family is impacted in this regard please
feel free to contact the classroom teacher or their
subject teachers in the secondary school for support
if needed.
 
What future events have been cancelled at school?
We will be cancelling some events as a school due to
them being too high a risk for the students and staff. 
 Where possible we have chosen to run some events
as we felt the risks were relatively able to be
controlled. However this is not possible for all events.  
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From the Principal
Please note the following changes for the next couple of
months.
Primary

Sports Day - postponed to Term 4
Fun Run - postponed to later in the year
No Fundraiser lunches - Term 2
SACSA Events - cancelled for now 
 
Secondary

     Week of Worship Secondary 
Sports Day - postponed to Term 3
Secondary School Camps - events will be planned for
later in the year though most likely not be a full camp
Japanese Language Tour - postponed to next year
Year 11 &12 Service Trip to Vanuatu - postponed to
next year
SACSA Events - cancelled for now
 

What happens if the school needs to close?  
School Closure is not yet required by government
agencies. If that were to occur, it would be in response
to an actual infection within the school community
and/or to act as a precautionary mechanism to "slow
the spread" of the virus.  If the government closes State
schools, we will comply by closing our school. We do
not plan to close before such an announcement is
made.
If the school closes we are prepared as a school to offer
online and self-paced, home-based work for students. 
 
In Closing 
In these uncertain times we are reminded that God is
walking with us through this journey and He genuinely
cares for what each of us are facing.  In Matthew 28.20
we read " I  am with you always". 
 
Wishing you well for the week ahead.
 
Christine Clark 
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Week 9 (23-27 March)
 

Monday 23 - Friday 27 March
 
 

Week 10 (30 March - 3 April)
 

Wednesday 1 April
Year 8 Immunisations

 
Week 11 (6 - 10 April)

 
Tuesday 7 April

Inter School Chess
 

Thursday 9 April
Last day of Term - Casual clothes

& Gold Coin Donation
 

Friday 10 April
Easter Friday

 

Term 1
Upcoming Events

From the Office
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ABSENTEE PHONE NUMBER
0409 667 977

 
This is a very convenient
way to notify the school

that your child will be
absent.

 

SCHOOL FEES 
Just  a reminder if you have not paid your Term 1 Fees by now you are required
to have a PAYMENT PLAN set up.  If you have not already done this please
contact the accounts staff ASAP.  
 
We also understand that the current events associated with the COVID-19 are
causing parents to lose and/or have a reduction in their income. It is most
important that if you need support with Fees, you contact Christine Clark as
soon as possible rather than delaying and ending up with a debt to the school. 
The school is committed to helping you as families through this challenging
time and need your cooperation in managing school accounts.
 

STUDENTS UNWELL AT SCHOOL 
It is  most important that you keep your child at home if they are unwell.  At
this time more than ever we need to minimise students succumbing to various
colds and flu that may be going around.   
 
As a matter of precaution any children with a temperature will be required to
be sent home.  Thank you for working with us in keeping our community as
safe as possible for all. 
 

MANAGING STUDENT
ATTENDANCE WHEN FAMILLY

IMPACTED BY COVID-19 

As a school we ask that students are kept at home if parents or someone who
is living in the family home with the child is being tested for COVID-19.  We
need to make sure that this student will not need to be isolated before
allowing them to return to school, should the results come back positive. 
 
If your child enters a period of quarantine while the rest of the school
operates, schoolwork will be provided. 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS
CARE PHONE NUMBER

 
Out of School Hours Care
landline number has now

been disconnected. 
 

The new OSHC number is 
0450 951 645

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held later in the term.  We are opting to have
face to face interviews, however if this is a concern for you, then please feel
free to make arrangements with the relevant staff for a phone interview.
 
SECONDARY SCHOOL INTERVIEWS
 
Tuesday March 31 - 3.30-7.00pm
Wednesday April 1 - 3.30-7.00pm  (Note: Year 7 & 8 Maths, English and Science
teachers and Miss Sliwa are the only staff available this night) 
 
URL: www.schoolinterviews.com.au  CODE: zcaf6
 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INTERVIEWS
 
Tuesday April 7 - 3.30-7pm
 
URL: www.schoolinterviews.com.au  CODE: p3jvk
 
SEE ENCLOSED FLYER IN PRESCOTT HANDOUTS FOR THE PROCEDURE ON
HOW TO  BOOK YOUR INTERVIEW. 
 
 



From the Primary School 
YEAR 5 MOUNT GAMBIER CAMP
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Last Tuesday we set off for Mount Gambier with a bus full of excited students. Everything was going to plan until we passed
Coonalpyn and hit a roadblock! After travelling over dirt roads and through Kingston SE we finally arrived at the Old Mount
Gambier Goal where we sorted out our accommodation and played some games on the outside field.
The next day we spent time learning about and visiting volcanoes. We learnt the history of the local volcanoes and had a close visit
to the Blue Lake as well as a climb up Mount Schanck. Some very energetic people also climbed inside it!
Thursday was our day for discovering caves. We started the day finding out that lawn bowls is not quite as easy as it looks. We then
visited Engelbrecht Cave in the centre of Mount Gambier, which is a dry cave even though it has water inside it! Because it is dry it
doesn’t have stalactites and other formations. We then cruised up the Glenelg River to the Princess Margaret Rose Caves, which is a
wet cave and had lots of incredible formations.
We were all feeling quite tired during the trip back on Friday!



From the Primary School 
YEAR 6 BALLARAT CAMP
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Before the sun had even come up 64 excited Year 6’s gathered outside the school hall!  It was camp day and we were heading to
Ballarat, Victoria for the first time. After the 2 coaches were loaded we set off. 10 hours later (after a lengthy detour) we finally
arrived at our destination, Kryal Castle.  How exciting to be staying in a castle. We quickly got settled in and had our dinner in the
Abbey. Then we were off to the Jester’s theatre to watch Medieval pantomimes. The performers kept us laughing for a few hours!
The next day we had a fun-filled day exploring the Castle and learning about life in Medieval times for Knights, Nobles and peasants.
We also participated in Leatherworking, Games, Archery & Sword Training and learnt about Apothecary and The Battle of Hastings.   
On Wednesday night we went to Sovereign Hill to see the spectacular Aura Light & Sound Show.  We went back to Sovereign Hill on
Thursday to experience life during the Gold Rush in Ballarat. The most popular activity of the day was panning for gold and some
were lucky enough to find some!   Back at Kryal Castle on Thursday night we had a celebratory Medieval Feast.
Late Friday afternoon a very tired group of Year 6’s and staff arrived back at Prescott.



Just a couple of weeks ago, during week 6 of the 1st term, we celebrated our Primary WOW (Week of Worship).
 
 WOW is a time where our students go down to the church everyday to sing songs, play some games and listen to a special speaker.
This year we had Pr Jono from Gilson College (Our sister school in Melbourne) come and speak to our primary school about how
we are God’s Masterpiece. He reminded us that we are all special, yet different, and have many good things to offer to this world
because our Creator made us that way. Please enjoy the photos, but before you do, here was our key bible text:
 
 "For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago."
(Ephesians 2:10 NLT)
 
THE SCHOOL CHAPLAINS
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From the Primary School
WOW WEEK



 
M A R C H  2 0 2 0  W E E K  8  T E R M  1

NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY

From the Secondary School

The year 12 leaders of Prescott College Southern attended a National Young Leaders Day (NYLD), an event hosted by Halogen.
The program is designed to benefit any student who shows interest in developing their leadership potential. A few of the
captains from various positions such as school captains, faith and sports captains along with some of the Year 6 students
attended. These students listened to influential leaders including Bianca Chatfield, Marc Mcbride and Kane Cornes who each
expressed emotive stories about experiences with struggle and how to become a good leader to surrounding students.
 
Bianca Chatfield
The first speaker was Bianca Chatfield. Chatfield is a legendary Australian netballer and TV presenter. She is well known for her
Australian Netball Captain position and appearance as a popular contestant on the show, The Block. Chatfield holds the title of
being selected as one of the youngest players to debut for the Australia Diamonds, winning various titles for World
Championships, Commonwealth Games and MVP awards. Since retiring from Netball, Chatfield has explored her renovation
skills on The Block and can be seen on Fox Sports, ABC and Channel 9 as a host, panellist and commentator. She spoke about
resilience and confidence. Since she was the youngest player in the Australian Diamonds, older teammates would often
discourage and exclude her. Chatfield mentioned how vital it is to uplift each other. A leader includes everyone and maintains
their wellbeing no matter their appearance, age, race or gender. With this mentality, you can achieve great things.
 
 
Marc Mcbride
Marc McBride is the illustrator of Emily Rodda's best selling Deltora Quest series. He has illustrated 200 book covers, 10 picture
books, countless magazines and has had work exhibited with the New York Society of Illustrators international show. During his
speech, he talked about how he used to receive a lot of criticism about his work. He was told that his work would never amount
to something and that he should stop trying. However, he kept going. McBride kept drawing, painting, and doing the things that
made him happy. After some time, his artwork was noticed. He became an illustrator for Emily Rodda’s ‘Deltora Quest,’ as well
as ‘World of Monsters’ and many others that you may know. He talked about never giving up, and always trying your best
because even if you think it is the biggest mistake you have made, it can become something great. 
 
 
Kane Cornes
Kane Cornes is a former member of the Port Adelaide Football Club, playing in the AFL for a total of 14 years. During his speech,
he went into detail about what it is like to be a good leader, using examples from his time playing for Port Adelaide. According
to Kane, good leaders keep their emotions even - meaning that when facing difficulty or celebration, a good leader will always
act the same way, as to not outweigh emotions. He talked about how good leaders address the problems that need to be
handled and overcome them without taking the easy way out. He used the example of Eliud Kipchoge, a marathon runner
famous for being the first person to complete the marathon in under 2 hours, and that “No human is limited”.
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BIO AND CHEM EXCURSIONS

From the Secondary School

On the 13th of March, the year 12 chemistry class went to Flinders University to be involved in experiments. I learnt how column
chromatography, gas chromatography and atomic absorption spectroscopy work, and got to see and complete the experiment
myself. Before going, our whole class only knew what the methods were of finding concentrations, but seeing how it works
helped us to know the answers to any unknown information. We were all involved in the separation of Kool-Aid into its different
colours, which had different polarities. These different polarities allowed us to determine whether the mobile stage was polar or
nonpolar. Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy is used to determine the amount of light absorbed by the sample that is being let
into the flame.
 

Our year 12 Biology class is currently learning about DNA and proteins. As a class, we recently went on an excursion to Flinders
University to partake in an experiment directed by a STEM Outreach Administrative Officer. The experiment we did was called
‘Gel Electrophoresis’ where we each loaded DNA samples into wells and watched as the electric currents separated the DNA
fragments. We also learnt the purpose of the process and the different times when it can be used.They gave us a small university
campus tour around the science and engineering buildings which was helpful as we are all in the midst of choosing our career
pathways. The excursion was both informative, enjoyable and a  great class bonding experience. We look forward to similar
experiences in the future.  
 



If you’re like me, the news of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has your head spinning and your heart pumping. 
 
That’s only natural as life as we know has taken a seismic shift in recent days.  International travel bans, cancellation of sporting and
cultural events, shopping frenzies and talk of school closures continue to dominate the airwaves.  Terms such as social distancing,
self-isolation and social lockdowns have entered our vocabularies and may soon become part of our daily lives.  
 
Coronavirus is having an unprecedented impact on our daily lives, and will probably do so for some time. While keeping ourselves
and children healthy and safe is our main concern, it’s also essential to address the anxieties of children and young people during
these changing times. 
 
Here are some ideas to help inform, reassure and keep children and young people safe.  
 
Build on what your children know.  Children and young people have already been exposed to a great deal of information about
coronavirus through media, digital means and direct social contact. Their understanding will vary depending on their age and also
the quality of their information sources so you probably will need to help kids process what they already know.  Casual
conversations with teenagers and older children can be useful ways to glean their understanding.  You could ask questions like
“What are you hearing about Coronavirus? Is there anything you’re not sure about?” Younger primary age children may need a more
direct approach with parents addressing their specific concerns without giving too much information that can overwhelm them.  
 
Check your own thoughts and feelings.  Check your own frame of mind and emotions about COVID-19 before talking to kids.  Most
children are astute mood detectives and they’ll gauge their safety by the way you communicate with them. If you tell a child,
“You’ve got to wash your hands or you’ll get infected,” you are communicating your own anxieties, making it difficult for them to
maintain a healthy state of mind.  Have a think about how you can frame your instructions and their importance in a way that
doesn’t heighten your child’s anxieties.  
 
Stay informed.  It’s difficult to work out fact from fiction, correct from incorrect, information from exaggeration when the news is
changing so fast.  However you need to educate yourself about the virus itself, including how it’s transmitted and how to stay safe. 
 Get information from trustworthy sources such as The Australian Government Health Department website and the current federal
government coronavirus information media campaign.  
 
Answer questions truthfully.  It’s important that parents and teachers answer children’s questions honestly in age-appropriate
ways and within context of what is happening at the given time.   If their sport or hobby has been temporarily cancelled, empathise
with their concerns, while helping them maintain a sense of perspective.  
 
Initiate positive action.  One way to reduce anxiety and allay children’s fears is to involve them in planning and preparation for
their personal and group safety.   Positive activities such as maintenance of personal hygiene, greeting people with an elbow tap
and getting plenty of sleep can help restore a sense of control,  that is so important for their wellbeing.  
 
Find refuge in rituals.  Regular rituals such as mealtimes, bedtime stories and regular one-on-one time provide both an anchor to
normality and a sense of connection for kids at times of change.   Consider reconstituting favoured family rituals at this time if they
have lapsed due to lack of time or lifestyle frenzy.  Look outwards in difficult times, there is a tendency to look inwards, which is a
natural protective strategy.   The alternative is to establish a sense of connection and community spirit by focusing on generosity
and togetherness.
 
 Help children see past their own needs and look for ways to assist others whether it’s shopping for an elderly neighbour, helping
a younger sibling occupy themselves, or planning an indoor movie night for the whole family. 
 
The Coronavirus presents many practical challenges to parents and other important adults, in the lives of kids. Staying calm,
keeping informed, and adjusting our own habits are just some of the challenges we face. However, a significant challenge is one of
personal leadership. That is, during these difficult times we need to be civil to each other, look out for each other and be mindful of
the common good in everything we do. In this, we can all take a significant lead.
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FOR SCHOOL PARENTS ... . . .MICHAEL GROSE

Something to Ponder...
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Emotional CPR Flyer

Noarlunga Netball Club Flyer

Womens Football Flyer

Avondale College Flyer
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