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It has been a fun day today as we have celebrated Book Week and 
dressed up to show “Reading is Power”.  It has been an opportunity 
for children to have some fun along with parents and grandparents 
enjoying the day with their children.   Thank you for taking the time 
to support our Book Fair.

Congratulations to our secondary school Wakakirri team who 
performed last Thursday evening at the Entertainment Centre.  Their 
presentation “It Can Wait” was amazing, resulting in them winning the 
State Story of the Year Award and being nominated for the National 
finals. The theme was “Don’t text and drive”. Well done team for your 
great work and commitment to this project. A special thank you to 
Mrs Suzie Crowe, Mr Kaz Krupa and Mrs Mel Stevens for their untiring 
efforts in creating an amazing performance. 

Life at times can be challenging and one of our families is currently 
facing the serious illness of their young daughter Charlotte. She has 
been transferred to a hospital in Melbourne and a ‘Go Fund Me’ page 
has been set up to support Daniel and Simone at this time.  If you 
would like to support details are outlined in the newsletter. Please 
remember Charlotte and her family in your prayers as they face this 
uncertain time. 

Father's Day is an opportunity to celebrate our dads and other 
significant males who support us.  Our Father’s Day stall will be open 
tomorrow morning and we would like to take the opportunity to 
say a special thank you to Paul and Charmaine Fisher for the great 
work they have done in preparing and organising the stall.  We wish 
everyone a Happy Father’s Day this Sunday and trust it will be a time 
of being able to say thank you to those men who have been a special 
part of you and your children’s lives.

In Closing

Our Father in heaven has given us many good gifts and may we also 
acknowledge our Father in heaven this Sunday as the One who it 
always there for each of us.

Have a great week

Christine Clark 

From the Principal

PRESCOTT COLLEGE SOUTHERN

29 August 2019 Term 3, Week 6

Newsletter
140 Pimpala Rd, Morphett Vale SA 5162

PH: (08) 8381 4290    Email: office@prescottsouthern.sa.edu.au      Website: www.prescottcollegesouthern.com.au

1PCS NEWSLETTER



2 PCS NEWSLETTER

FROM THE OFFICE

Week 6:
29/8          Fathers Day Stall
30/8          Fathers Day Stall 
30/8          Last day for chocolates to be     
          returned

Week 7:
2/9         Family Session - Rec-Yr 4 @ 6.40pm
2/9         Family Session - Yr 5-7 @ 7.40pm
3/9         Digital Tech. UNSW Comp
4/9         PUPIL FREE DAY -  SHOW DAY
5/9         Science UNSW Comp.
7/9         Korean Lang. School leave (6wks)

Week 8:
8/9         Tournament of Minds 
9/9 - 13/9      Purple Week - Zoe Thomas Found.
9/9 - 12/9      SACE stage 1 & 2 Subject   
                         Counselling
10/9         Writing UNSW Comp.
12/9         Spelling UNSW Comp.

Week 9:
16/9        SACSA Soccer Yr 4/5
17/9        SACSA Soccer Yr 6/7
17/9        English UNSW Comp.
17/9        Interschool Chess Comp.
17/9        PCS School Council Meeting 7pm
18/9        SACSA Soccer Yr 8/9
19/9       Secondary Cross Country
19/9        Mathematics UNSW Comp.
20/9        SACSA Soccer Opens

Week 10:
24/9        Sec. Arts Music Showcase - 7pm
27/9        Last Day of Term 3
        Casual Clothes 
        Gold coin donation

School Fees
Mid-term fees statements will be emailed out this week. If you do not receive your fees 
statement, please contact the office. 

Fundraiser Chocolates
Thank you to all the families who have brought back chocolate money. Just a reminder that 
all chocolate money and any unsold chocolates are due back on Friday, 30th August 
(tomorrow). After this date, no unsold chocolates will be accepted, only money. If you 
do not wish to sell the chocolates, please return them to the front office or student reception 
immediately. We still have boxes of chocolates available if any families are still wanting to sell 
more. Thank you for your support.

Enrolments 2020 & 2021
We are currently finalising Reception Enrolments for 2020. Could you please ensure any 
Enrolment Forms for 2020 have been received by the Front Office.  If you have a child starting 
Reception in 2021 and have not yet filled in Enrolment Forms could you please call into the 
Front Office at your earliest convenience to collect the relevant forms.  Thank you for noting 
the above.

Vacation Care Program October School Holidays
A copy of the Vacation Care October School Holidays program is enclosed in this week’s 
newsletter. To book, please return your completed booking forms to either the front office 
or directly to OSHC. 

To change a current booking or to book during vacation care, please call the OSHC Centre 
on 8381 1050. 

Incursion and excursion days book out quickly, please return booking forms as quickly as 
possible to secure your place. If the days you need are booked out, your name will be put on 
a waiting list, and a staff member will contact you in order if cancellations occur. 

Summer Camp
It's that time of year again! Winter is starting to wrap up, which means summer is on its way!
That means Summer Camp is just around the corner! Summer camp is run by the Youth 
Department of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (the same church that runs PCS) and is a 
great opportunity for your 10-13yr olds (Jan 7-12) and 13-16yr olds (Jan 14-19) to have fun 
with water sports, go karting, making new friendships and much more! Please grab a form 
that is attached and return it the Chaplains or to the address on the form!
- Pastor Travis

Family Life Evening -  THIS MONDAY COMING 2nd September (Week 7)
Designed to be fun, informative and easy to understand, these highly interactive sessions 
will provide students and their parents/carers with an introduction to basic personal and 
social development education; traditionally known as the ‘facts of life’.
 

Session 1: Where Did We come From?
6.40pm for Reception to Year 4

 
Session 2: What’s Happening To Us?

7.40pm for Year 5—7

Meetings to be held in the Library.

See attached flyer for further details

REMINDER - PUPIL FREE DAY
Wednesday 4th September (Week 7)

Show Day

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Term 3
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FROM THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Primary Science Week - ‘Space Invaders’
Whizz! Pop! Bang!...Our Science Week was introduced by STEM Mobile Education with an amazing introduction celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the first moon landing. Students discovered past missions to the moon and space programs that have solved some of 
the seemingly unsolvable problems.  

During our Science Week students had the opportunity to be involved in activities such as setting off water rockets, creating moon 
buggies and exploring the planets. Each class also visited the secondary school science laboratory where they were introduced to 
chemical reactions producing energy that lifted film canisters into the air. A special “Thank you” to the secondary school science team 
who gave their time to the primary classes.

Overall, students learnt about big picture thinking in science to solve problems, and technology, engineering and mathematics to 
design new solutions.

It was awesome to see the hard work presented by many students in their Space Stations. This was an optional science competition 
task taken up by students at home in their own time. These will be displayed in the Library until the end of this term if you would like 
to view them. 

Congratulations to all students who took part in the Science Competition. The Space Station designers below have been awarded a $5 
book week voucher: 
Lachlan Cilento, Harsha Rawat, Olivia Clarke, Maddison Casey, Kairi Swan, Noel Annich, Emmanuel Charly, Jack Burton, Shawrya Bedi, 
Ava Pinter, Caelan Black, Grace Chadwick, Riyan Houshmand, Aurora Templer, Ryan John, Hannah Cox, Byron Kuykhoven, Mikayla 
Harvey, Archer Joyce, Blake Sweeney, Owen Janitz, Emily Conrick, Tyler Brophy-Johnson, Elena Barnard, Michael Drexler, Jensen Sims, 
Damian Ruxton and Libby Thornton.

Ingrid Croft- Primary Science Coordinator
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SACSA SPORTS - Primary AFL
Congratulations to all students who participated in the SACSA AFL Carnival at Kings Baptist Grammar School. It was great to see the 
amount of interest in the sport from both boys and girls across Year 4-7. The next sport coming up is Soccer with trials running through 
week 6. Thank you to the parents who weathered the cold and rain to support and help make the day as smooth as possible. For any 
SACSA Sports questions please do not hesitate to contact Mark Elbourne. markelbourne@prescottsouthern.sa.edu.au
Mark Elbourne - SACSA Sports Coordinator 

Year 10 Physical Education Elective
This year the Year 10 Physical Education Elective class made their way to The Vines Golf Club. After a unit of predominately chipping on 
the school grounds, students were able to bring out the bigger clubs to enjoy the golf unit at The Vines Golf club driving range. Thank 
you to The Vines Golf Club for accommodating us on the day.
Mark Elbourne - Secondary Physical Education Teacher

FROM THE SECONDARY SCHOOL
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FROM THE SECONDARY SCHOOL

SACSA SPORTS - Year 8/9 Boys Footy
After a cold and slippery start to the day, the boys found their groove and stepped up the tempo, playing hard and fair team football. 
Leading up to the grand final the boys had won all of their games, after just edging out Southern Vales in a close round game by one 
goal. This competitive matchup would be repeated in the final. After leading into the halftime break with a close score of 3-1, team 
captain Patrick Howard dominated the midfield, scoring 1 goal and finding Chase Manns open on numerous occasions. Chase racked 
up 3 goals to complete the perfect tournament. The Grand Final score was won 26-1 to complete the perfect day, winning 8 from 
8 games. Special mentions to Patrick Howard and Tomas O'Halloran for their captaincy on the day. Patrick Howard was MVP for the 
tournament, while Chase Manns collected the Finals MVP. From all the HPE staff and general staff here at Prescott College Southern, we 
would like to congratulate each student for their amazing effort and thank all of the parents for their support and motivation. Here is to 
the first of many championships to come.

Trent Martin - Secondary HPE Teacher

SACSA SPORTS - A big thank you!
This term it is non stop with SACSA Sport trials, training and 
competition. With both football codes being played this term 
(AFL and Soccer), there are always students growing out of 
their old football boots and needing a pair to play at the SACSA 
competitions. As a school we would like to give a big thank you 
to all the parents and staff members who donated their old boots 
and to the Brighton Rugby Union Football Club who gave an 
extraordinary 20 pairs.

Mark Elbourne
SACSA Sports Coordinator 
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Science Curriculum 
Prescott offers Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology to Year 
12 as well as a continually growing and adapting science program 
in the middle school. We also have a popular extracurricular 
STEM Projects club that is held each Thursday after school. As the 
secondary school has grown in recent years it has been pleasing 
to witness student enrollment and interest in science increasing. 
Prized among several highlights this year, the College has created 
a new senior project space that is currently being used for science, 
IT and technology themed classes.
At this point in the year there are three things we would take this 
chance to share:

Oliphant Science Awards
The annual Oliphant Science Awards are convened by the South 
Australian Science Teachers Association. Schools participate in the 
competition from right around the State. 2019 was the second 
year in which all of our Year 7, 8 and 9 classes have sought to 
include entries. Several Primary year levels were also involved. The 
Oliphant’s gives our students the opportunity to share their science 
writing, science investigations, and creative science creations with 
the broader SA science community. They are an important fixture 
in the calendar and we aim to grow our involvement in the Awards 
year on year.

STEM Projects – Spectra Awards and CREST Awards
We are proud of our STEM Project students who join us at the 
end of each Thursday to just enjoy science. Attendees have the 
opportunity to work toward 2 different award schemes. One of 
these is the Spectra Science Awards sponsored by the Australian 
Association of Science Teachers. At this stage of the year the 
following students have completed requirements for the award of 
one of more Spectra awards in 2019:

Mickayla Wearden  Anushka Reddy
Khushi Reddy   Kymberly Kroft
Lauren Voda   Musonda Chisenga
Ryker West   Nehan Jayaweera
Alex Varnham-Harrison

Meanwhile, the CREST Awards are sponsored by the CSIRO. 
Congratulations to Alicia Bruce who in completing a 10-
hour research project on edible food wraps has now met the 
requirements for the award of a Bronze CREST Award. 

High Altitude Balloon Flight, 2019
This year marked the third year that our Year 11 Physics students 
have flown into near space with high altitude balloon flights. 
Anesu Kabu, Tom McNee, Anmol Singh, Corey Voda, Mickayla 
Wearden, Malik Woodhouse and staff launched and recovered the 
balloon (accompanied by its payload) on a single day. The balloon 
was launched from Mrs Goding’s family property near Paris Creek 
from where it was then tracked and recovered near Geranium 
(on the road to Lameroo). The balloon reached an altitude of 30 
km, experienced winds of around 130 km/hr at altitude and we 
collected some great data. On a cloudless day we were able to 
take a single image (shown) that includes much of the Coorong; 
Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert; the Murray River; the Mount 
Lofty Ranges and Fleurieu Peninsula; the whole of the Adelaide 
metropolitan area; Yorke Peninsula – and the moon!
Tom McNee led the design of a poster which is now on permanent 
display in the senior science room that celebrates the flight. 
Each year our learning around running this project and our 
understanding of atmospheric physics increases. We have also 
now been able to publish and share aspects of our flights with 
other SA schools, some of which have now indicated an interest in 
flying their own balloons as a direct consequence.

Secondary Science
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FROM THE SECONDARY SCHOOL
National Science Week
National Science Week at Prescott feels more like Science month 
as our celebration of Science now spills out across much of August. 
The extent to which the College has come to adopt Science Week 
has been heartening.

One highlight is our annual science-themed secondary assembly. 
This year Joseph William and Bayden Batzavalis commenced 
proceedings with both class and glass – a chemo-luminescence 
reaction cascading down three tiers of martini glasses. Among a 
range of presentations, we heard from Paige Thompson. Paige has 
had a long held practical interest in conservation and she spoke of 
her TAFE studies and work with Marion Council in this area. 

A main focus of science week for us this year was upon Pimpala 
Reserve – an area of remnant native vegetation immediately 
adjacent to the College. We are blessed to have such a valuable 
native vegetation community right over our back fence. Hannah 
Jones, Project Officer with Trees for Life visited the College and 
took all of our Year 7 & 8 students on a guided tour of the area. 
Students used a phone app (iNaturalist) to help record and 
identify plant species. A highlight was the spotting of 2 koalas. 
Hannah is currently looking into seeing if a Bushcare group can be 
established to help look after the reserve. If you are interested in 
being involved in such a group she can be contacted at: hannahj@
treesforlife.org.au or 0407 387 652.

During science week we like to take our year levels on science-
related excursions. In addition to the above field study, this year 
the Year 9 students went on their annual trip to Science Alive at 
the Wayville Showgrounds. Some of our Year 10 students also had 
the opportunity to do something really special as they attended 
the “Mission to Mars” activity at Hamilton College in which they 
were able to participate in a simulation of a Mars surface science 
expedition. Also very special – they met and worked with students 
from one of our sister schools – Prescott College-Prospect. This is 
the first occasion science students from both Colleges have come 
together for such an activity.

It has become something of a tradition that all of the Primary 
School classes visit the secondary school to do a science activity 
during science week. We love to have them visit and the secondary 
STEM project students are always gracious in acting as hosts and 
demonstrators. This year we did an outdoor rocket activity using 
“Pop Rockets.” A version can be found here if you’d like to give it a 
try at home: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpG9bSkwEak

One of the lovely things we do during science week is to celebrate 
the synergies between science and faith as both being ways of 
recognizing and celebrating creation. To this end, the Student 
Representative Council (SRC) led a week-long series of science 
themed devotions in their home groups during science week. 
Classes were also invited to tap into SCINEMA – a celebration of 
innovative science-themed videos that is curated by the RiAUS 
based here in Adelaide.



Support for a School Family
We would like to support one of our families whose daughter is 
currently in Royal Children's Hospital Melbourne.  A Go Fund Me 
page has been set up if you would like to contribute:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/6cgb33-charlotte  

Our thoughts and prayers are with them at this time.

Prescott Handouts
- Kidz Biz Ed's Family Evening Sessions
- Vacation Care October Holiday Program
- Summer Camp Form

Community Handouts
- SACSA Sports - Referees Needed
- Parenting Ideas webinar
- Power to move

FROM THE COMMUNITY
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When relationships go wrong for girls
By Collett Smart

Girlhood relationships are so important, yet they can be both 
wonderful and awful in the same week. A friendship fallout hurts, 
but children need to know that arguing doesn’t have to be the 
end of the friendship. Developmentally, some squabbling is vital 
because it helps kids learn about respectful conflict resolution. 
Here’s how parents can help at these difficult times:

Listen to their story
When inevitable conflict arises, girls can often get caught in a 
‘rumination loop’ replaying the scene over in their minds, like a 
song stuck on repeat, which makes things feel catastrophic. As a 
girl’s brain is still learning how to interpret some responses, she 
may be misinterpreting a friend’s words or signals. If this is the 
case, ask her to look for evidence to support her interpretation. 
Suggest your daughter talks to her friend privately in an assertive 
way. Help her plan the conversation beforehand, starting with ‘I’ 
words, which encourage her to own her feelings. She could say, ‘I 
felt let down when …’ Model apologies at home. Help her think of 
ways to say, ‘I’m sorry. Can we fix this?’

Discuss the shifting nature of friendships
Relationships don’t always last. As girls grow their tastes and 
interests change. They want to explore the possibilities of new 
people and activities. This often leads to hurt when one girl is not 
ready for a shift.

Parents can help by explaining that changes in friendships are 
a part of growing up (although never an excuse for meanness). 
Rather than simply dismissing a girls’ feelings as silly, acknowledge 
the hurt and gently reassure her there are many new, interesting 
people she will meet.

Expand her village
Ensure your daughter has friends in a few settings – a neighbour, a 
team mate, a family friend. They can provide a different connection 
and helps girls realise they are not alone.

Discuss toxic friendships
Most girls will experience the pain of interacting with a toxic 
‘friend’ during their school years. This type of interaction is called 
relational aggression and serves to damage a person’s sense of 
social place. For instance, a girl may appear to be friendly but she 
may use passive-aggressive strategies such as gossip, ostracism 
and online exclusion. These actions can be very confusing, leading 
to feelings of shame and loneliness.

When not given healthy ways to express their pain, girls can often 
internalise their emotions in unhealthy ways like such as through 
self-harm, anxiety, eating disorders and self- loathing.

Allow her to express hurt
Allow your daughter the chance to process pain, vent or cry when 
they are hurting. Adults may not be able to change a toxic person’s 
behaviour, but shouldn’t underestimate the power of listening and 
being available. Don’t assume that you know what your daughter 
needs. Rather ask, “What do you need from me in this situation?”  
When a relationship problem escalates it may need to be taken to 
the school for further intervention.

Provide growth opportunities
Help your daughter develop the skills for developing healthy 
friendships. Explicitly teach your daughter to think about what 
compassion, kindness and empathy look like in a friend and helps 
her recognise what it means to be a good friend herself.

Helping girls manage friendship issues can be exhausting so 
parent self-care becomes a priority during these times. Girls 
benefit enormously from having a caring, emotionally healthy 
adult in their lives who can support them and help them process 
their thoughts and emotions when peer relationships turn sour.

SOMETHING TO PONDER


